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THE HYMN OF JESUS. 


The two choruses should be of fairly equal strength, and,if pos- 
sible, should be well separated. 

The semi-chorus should be placed above them and well apart. If 
too far from the orchestra, it can be supported by a soft harmonium. 

The instruments required are— 3 flutes, 2 oboes, 1 English horn, 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, 2 timpani, 
big drum, side drum, cymbals and tambourine (one player only for 
these four instruments), celesta, piano, organ and strings. 

The following instruments may be dispensed with:- 3rd flute, 
2nd oboe, 2nd bassoon, 3rd & 4th horns, all three trombones, per- 
cussion, celesta and organ. 

With performances by small choirs it may be found preferable 
to omit the trombones. In any case, either all three should be used 
or none. 

When there is no celesta, the part may be played on the piano 
by using two pianists, excepting in one place in the prelude where 
it must be omitted. 

When an orchestra is not available, the piano accompaniment will 
be greatly improved by the addition of the special ad lib. string 
parts. (These are quite different from the orchestral string parts 
and must not be confused with the latter.) The organ is to be 
used whenever possible. 

I wish to express my thanks to Mt G.R.S. Mead, Mf Clifford 
Bax and Miss Jane Joseph for kindly helping me to make my ver- 
sion of the words of this hymn. 
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CHORAL HYMNS rrom tut RIG-VEDA 
Words and Music by 


GUSTAV HOLST 


Op, 26 


FIRST GROUP 


Three Hymns for Full Chorus and Orchestra 
Vocal Score, 1/8 Tonic Sol-fa tOd. 


SECOND GROUP 


Three Hymns for Female Voices, with Accompaniment for Orchestra or Piano 
with Violins ad /2d. 
Vocal Score, 


THIRD GROUP 


Four Hymns for Female Voices, with Accompaniment for Harp or Piano 
Vocal Score, 


FOURTH GROUP 


Four Hymns for Male Voices, with Accompaniment for Piano or String 
Orchestra with Brass ad 4d, 


Vocal Score, 


“It is fortunate that the treasure mine of Sanskrit Hterature has remained untouched until a 
musician presented himself who was not only a talented composer, but endowed with adaptable 
sympathies and the patience to apply them to a new study. Such is Gustay T. Holst. 

“Yhe hymns of the Rig-Veda consist for the most part of simple invocations of fire, water, 
heaven, the sun, and other forces of nature, incidental to the earlier, less sophisticated, form of 
religion. 

“This is the material which attracted Mr. 7. Holst It was not long before he decided that to 
approach it through the medium of translations was hopeless. The more faithful the translation was, 
the more remcce it seemed from reproducing the atmosphere of the original. Sometimes even it 
needed much ingenuity to decide what the translation meant. By this time, however, Mr. T. Holst 
was so fired by enthusiasm that difficulties only spurred him on, and he set to work to study Sansknt. 

“ The texts he now uses are his own. They should, however, not be regarded as translations in 
the usual sense. His method has been first to study the original so closely as to be completely 
saturated with it, then to throw it aside and reproduce its meaning in the clearest possible terms.” 

Epwin EVANS in The Blackburn Times. 


“if Mr. T. Holst had never writen anything except this collection of hymns, they alone would 
suffice to stamp him as one of the most individual figures in contemporary musical life.” 
EDGAR BAINTON in Musical Opinion. 
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